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Review
I'm Listening As Fast As I Can is a provocative book telling of the Church in action on the streets of San Francisco. The Night Minister worked all
night long in the Tenderloin, one of the toughest, meanest sections of the city. The writing is informative, sensitive, sometimes poetic, and often sad.
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Donald E. Stuart's book I'm Listening as Fast as I
Can has touched the hearts of many since it was first
published in 2003, and the Night Ministry is pleased
to make this edition available, marking the 50th
Anniversary of the Night Ministry in San Francisco.
The book offers a vivid and valuable glimpse into the
nightlife of San Francisco in the 1960s and 1970s and
of the people of the night. In story after story, Stuart
shows how he and the Night Ministry staff and
volunteers responded to those who were facing
difficult trials or crises in their lives. This book also
shows the power of community, compassion and
hope. The 50th Anniversary edition augments Don
Stuart s memoir of ministry on the gritty streets with
profiles of each of the four Night Ministers who have
served since 1964. It also describes the scope of
current Night Ministry programs and presents
historical highlights of the organization since its
inception.
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--William E. Swing, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of California, 1980 2006 

The San Francisco Night Ministry has served the people of San Francisco as the only organization providing counseling and outreach in the middle
of the night, both in person and over its crisis telephone line, for 365 nights a year, never missing a single night since its inception in 1964. We
commend the Night Ministry for its dedicated work on behalf of hundreds of thousands of people, and salute the organization for 50 years of
exemplary service. --Gavin Newsom, Lt. Governor of California since 2011 and Mayor of San Francisco 2003 2010 

The Night Ministry offers all matters of assistance from the practical to the spiritual. No required prayer meetings, no commitment to church
membership, no gimmicks, no obligations. --United Press International

About the Author
The Rev. Donald E. Stuart, founder of the Night Ministry in San Francisco and its director from 1964 to 1976, was called by the ecumenical Council
of Churches to explore a new ministry to a growing number of night people in San Francisco. Stuart left his position as pastor of the United Church
of Christ in Lincoln, Nebraska and moved to San Francisco to minister to teenage runaways, homeless families, transients, hustlers, alcoholics,
prostitutes, drug addicts, and gay refugees. He died on March 5, 2014, at 91.
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It was equally comforting and disheartening to read of one man's journey to serve the spiritual
needs of the underrepresented in and around San Francisco's Tenderloin neighborhood.
Donald Stuart chronicles his love affair with the city and his compassion for its people that
spans several decades. He first fell in love with the city while in port during a stint in the Navy,
and later, after ordination, discovered that the "beat" a lot of preachers didn't want to work was
the only one for him. He goes through the streets, reaching out to the people and offering an
open ear in nickel coffee cafes as people pour out their souls and their problems to him. He
sees the city change, from a somewhat seedy but still romantic and befogged City by the Bay
to a place that became ground zero for the Summer of Love (not so loving in his recounting)
on into the era where crack and HIV swept the city like a plague, and finally today to San Fran
in its perhaps-most heartless incarnation, as a sort of Pirate's Cove for Silicon Valley
plutocrats who are kings of all they survey. 
 
The central story of a man refusing to give up hope and also being infused with hope in his
encounters is one worth reading, though at times I had trouble understanding how totalLesen Sie weiter
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For anyone with a heart...for anyone wanting to know about the special connections made--
with a diverse community of folks on the street every night of the year--by the San Francisco
Night Ministry in its earliest stages.
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